
T H E M O N T A N A NEWS. 
VOL. II. 

itaj Safety .f Mwtwaj 
LEW'STOWN, MONTANA, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 1904. NO. 18. 

'She Farmers 
Real Condition 

T h e A m e r i c a n f a r m e r is a d i s t inc t 

t a n d pecul ia r s o c i a l fac tor . N o other 
age has any th ing c o m p a r a b l e to h i m . 
N o other na t ion has his counterpar t . 
H i s problems, his h i s tory a n d his 
fn tnrc e v o l u t i o n present c o m p l i c a 
t ions a n d re la t ions u n k n o w n else
where. A t the same t ime he is more 
c losely uni ted to great w o r l d ques
t ions than any p r e v i o u s race of t i l lers 
o f the s o i l . H e is part of the great 
s o c i a l deve lopment of h is age to a 
greater extent t han the fa rmers o f 
any other n a t i o n , past o r present, 
t o r these reasons the v o l u m i n o u s 
l i te ra ture on the ' ' 'Ag ra r i an (Jnes-
t i o n " i n E u r o p e a n countr ies i s of 
l i t t le va lue to the student of A m e r i 
c a n agr icu l tu ra l p rob lems , save i n 
re la t ion to the most genera l phases 
o f the subject. 

A n y d i scuss ion o f the subject i n 
E u r o p e must , to a large extent, be 
based upon the su rv iva l s and rem
nants of f e u d a l i s m . T h e ure.it es
tates h a d their o r i g i n i n th i s s o c i a l 
stage. H u n d r e d s o f detai ls affect 
ing the present re la t ion of l and lo rds 
to their tenants have their o r i g i n i n 
the days of l o r d and serf. T h e 
manner of t i l l i n g the s o i l , the nature 
of ownership, even the o rde r of the 
ro ta t ion of c rops , are s t i l l more or 
less affected by t r ad i t ions of the 
time when the l a n d su r round ing each 
u l l a g e was ei ther assigned by lot to 
the serfs of the l o r d or the manor , 
:o be t i l l e d by them a c c o r d i n g to 
mstoms handed d o w n through 
uany generat ions, o r else was h e l d 
is " c o m m o n s " f o r the f r e e nse of 
i l l , subject to ce r t a in c u . t o m a r y 
emulations T h i s sys tem of feuda l 
sin was much the same in a l l 
Cmopean connt r ies and hence c o n -

fA titutes a c o m m o n base o r s tar t ing 
» >oint fo r a l l d i scuss ions of agr icn l -

ure i n those coun t r i e s . T h e result 
p v » s that whenever the word f a rmer is 
J N ^ ised a def ini te set of cond i t i ons con -
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with any new ideas conce rn ing bis 
own indus t ry . 

T h e reverse of a l l this is t rue i n 
A m e r i c a . T h e A m e r i c a n f a rmer en
tered u p o n a v i r g i n cont inent i n 
more senses than one. It was as 
free f r o m s o c i a l and po l i t i ca l f o r m s 
as it was f r o m indus t r i a l i m p r o v e 
ments. T h e settler bui l t a soc ie ty 
as he reared bis l og cab in . T h a t 
society, as i s a lways the case, was 
determined by his indus t r i a l deve l 
opment a n d his p h y s i c a l su r round
ings. T h e first of these was as d i 
verse as h u m a n h i s to ry , the lat ter 
as var ied as terrest ia l geography. 
H e came f r o m a mul t i tude of d i f fe r 
ing nat ions th rough a per iod of f o u r 
centnries. H o w e v e r s imi la r migh t 
the t r ad i t ions of those countr ies as 
a whole, the i r cus toms and soc ia l 
ins t i tu t ions were never s imultaneous
ly iden t i ca l . K a e h of them was i n 
a d i f erent stage of soc ia l d e v e l o p 
ment, a n d the immigran t brought 
the customs o f the stage p reva i l ing 
at his depar ture . A m e r i c a fused 
these m a t v e k m s l y var ied and d iverse 
t radi t ions a n d customs in to an 
amalgam di f ferent f r o m any o r a l l 
of t h e n and then cast them in a 
mold of such an i n t r i c a t e a n d un ique 
a pattern that even yet no one has 
been able to grasp its comple te 
p lan , to say no th ing of comprehend
ing a l l i ts deta i ls . 

T h e conques t of the cont inent of 
A m e r i c a has been marked by a ser
ies of s o c i a l waves a n d unt i l recent ly 
it has been poss ible to f ind s imul t -
taneonsly a l l stages of society f r o m 
the half savage hrn te t and t cou t 10 
the highest deve loped and most c o n 
centrated c a p i t a l i s m on earth. T h e 
cont inent on which this tremendous
ly complex soc ia l p rob lem is be ing 
worked out is as va r ied as the prob
lem, i t is charac te r i s t i c of the c i ty 
and especia l ly of the c i ty of c a p i 
tal ism, that it levels a l l before it. 

APANESE TORPEDO BOAT DESTROYER 
PORT ARTHUR. 

CRUISING NEAR 

Life on a torpedo boat dsatroyer In time of pence when th*» weather la 
vaim IM unpleasant mid datyproua enough, hut In 11 wluter emnpntgn the 
atuatlon la well nlgb Intolerable. The Japanono who are wutchiug Tort 
\ r " T from torpedo honta and torpedo bout ilentroyer* are suffering great 
anrdahlp*. Off the Uuaaian port the sea IN f u l l of Ice, and hllr.Mrda aru 
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crning the fundamenta l s of the l i t -
la t ion arise in the m i n d . Whatever 
l if lew m c a may exist i n various tia-
ions the I uropenn f anne r is a lways 
n hereditary peasant, generally ig-
.)iant and reac t ionary , nnd de 

lending upon a r u l i n g class to direct 
im in his work and to provide h im 

L o n d o n , Par is , N e w Y o r k , San 
Fra in I SCO and Y o k o h o m a di l ler but 
l i t t le in essentials. T h e y are a l l 
man made a l l .from the same pattern. 
Hut the f a rmer is more nenr 'v r 
product of nature and relle< ts a l l 
the countless v a r i a t i o n ! of nature. 
When we speak of the A tnen . 

fa rmer then it is necessary to know 
of whom we speak. E v e n with the 
greatest care and the widest know
ledge i t is almost i m p o s s i b l e to 
a v o i d a s c r i b i n g to the t y p e what is 
charac te r i s t ic on ly of a s ing le sec
t ion or c lass . 

If we are to select any par t i cu la r 
sect ion as a type , wh ich sha l l it be? 
S h a l l it be the New E n g l a n d Y a n k e e 
wrest ing f r o m his s tumpy and 
r o c k y soi l a n iggard subsis tence and 
swapping h i s products wi th his 
ne ighbors? I f so, when we seek 
h im i n his na t ive states we sha l l f ind 
him d i s p l a c e d by F r e n c h C a n a d i a n s 
and I r ish immigran t s , a n d if we 
f o l l o w u p his c h i l d r e n w c shal l 
h a r d l y recognize them i n the t i l lers 
of the b r o a d prairies of the west 
wi th a m i n d and hospi ta l i ty as wide 
and as fe r t i l e as the teeming s o i l 
beneath t he i r feet. O r is the 
A m e r i c a n F a r m e r best t yp i f i ed by 
the early pioneer , that strange 
c o m b i n a t i o n of hunter, f isher, l um
berman, f a rmer , t rapper and scout, 
now wel l -n igh extinct , but to whom 
we owe L i n c o l n , the best and most 
t y p i c a l A m e r i c a n c i t i z e n ? O r shal l 
we f ind h i m i n the south, a m i d the 
co t ton , rice a n d sugar p lan ta t ions? 
A n d if here, i s he white o r b l a c k — a 
memlier of ante-bel lum ar i s tocracy 
or " p o o r wh i t e t r a sh?" If pur i ty 
of A m e r i c a n b l o o d is to be the test, 
the latter w i l l demand first c o n s i d 
era t ion, f o r i n few places is the 
fo re ign s t r a in less present than 
among the moon-sh in ing , f eud fight
ing mounta ineers of K e n t u c k y and 
the C a r o l i n a s . O r is the t y p i c a l 
A m e r i c a n f a r m e r the resident of the 
great a r i d i r r iga ted belt , a depend
ent upon a great water c o m p a n y , 
ra is ing a lmos t fabulous c rops and 
rece iv ing a beggarly re tu rn? O r is 
he the S l av , o r I ta l ian , or D u t c h 
t ruck f a rmer of the c i ty suburb, 
work ing beneath glass and a ided by 
steam and e lec t r ic i ty . O r sha l l we 
f ind h im u p o n the da i ry and stock 
fa rms of I l l i n o i s , Iowa and W i s c o n 
s in? O r is he a f ru i t f a rmer , and 
if so is he in t rop ic o r temperate 
c l imes? Is it a l l of these, o r none, 
or part of each , or a compos i t e pic 
ture of the whole that makes up the 
A m e r i c a n F a r m e r ? 

It w i l l be the object of the fol low 
ing study to seek in some degree to 
select f r o m out these va r ious ele
ments the c o m m o n fac tors and to 
analyze the fundamen ta l fac ts and 
relat ions that determine the present 
c o n d i t i o n and probable fu tu r e evo
lu t ion of the A m e r i c a n Fa rmer . 

A s we sha l l have o c c a s i o n to no
t ice f requent ly in the course of our 
invest igat ions a lmost every por t ion 
of A m e r i c a has passed w i th more or 
less r ap id i ty a n d elaborateness of 
detai l through a l l the stages of hu
man his tory f r o m savagery to the 
most comple te development of mod
ern soc ia l o rgan iza t ion . N e w K n g 
l and being one of the oldest settled 
por t ions of the country and hence 
hav ing been more nearly s y n c h r o n 
ous i n its soc i a l e v o l u t i o n « i t h 
Eu rope , e x h i b i t e d these successive 
stages in m u c h greater de ta i l than 
the remainder of the coun t ry . 

A t the t ime of the earliest settle 
ments in N e w E n g l a n d , E u r o p e a n 
society was s t i l l at that stage marked 
by c o m m o n ownersh ip of v i l lage 
lands Hut the econo m ic cond i t i ons 
in New E n g l a n d were such as to 
deve lop a m u c h earlier s o c i a l stage 
and so we see a r ep roduc t ion of the 
ins t i tu t ions co r r e spond ing to the 
cond i t i ons i n K u r o p e centur ies In-
fore T h i s does ro t mean that the 
t rad i t ions of these o l d cond i t i ons 
were rev ived and the customs cop ied 
f r o i . i the ea l ie r days, or that they 
are t raceable to inher i ted customs 
as some of the foremost his tor ians 
of A m e r i c a w o u l d have us believe. 

( 0 I'rof. Hcrl>ert II. A d a m s in 
" T h e ( i e r m a n i c O r i g i n of Nan 
E n g l a n d T o w n s , " ( John H o p k i n s 
I n i \ e r s i t \ Studies . \ ol i attempts 
to trace the evo lu t i on of New I K 
land town government f r o m ;lie 
t ime of T a c i t u s through ( l e i man and 
E n g l i s h h is tory to A m e r i c a . H e 
s h o w ; t'.nt the New Hnfttftd vi l lages 
resemble those desc i ibed by l . u ittis 
even in minute details . S p e a k i n g of 

' vmonth , he savs, " There are fea 

tures of c o m m u n a l adminis t ra t ion 
in the matter of landed property too 
pecul iar a n d too closely resembling 
those elsewhere cons idered i n the 
case of the h i s tor ica l v i l lage com
muni ty , to permit of any other sat 
i s fac tory explana t ion than that of 
inher i ted Saxon cus toms . " A g a i n 
on p. 78, " W h e r e v e r i n this c o m m o n 
Saxon l a n d the student may care to 
insti tute researches into the begin
ning of c i y i c l i fe , there he w i l l find 
if he d i g s deeply enough, the o ld 
Saxon p r inc ip l e of land community-
un i t ing men upon a c o m m o n econ
omic bas i s and a round a common 
center . " 

It s i m p l y means that there i n New 
E n g l a n d the same economic cond i 
t ions a rose that in the t ime of T a c i 
tus caused the f o r m a t i o i of the iso
lated c o m m u n i s t i c settlements desi
gnated as the M a r k . T h e New 
E n g l a n d vi l lage, l ike that of the 
early (Germans, was a l i t t le c lear ing 
i n the m i d s t of the forest. It was 
su r rounded by hosti le Indians with 
no s t rong cent ra l government to 
preserre o rde r and protect the set
tlers f r o m its savage neighbors. 
Fences were erected by c o m m o n 
labor a r o u n d the entire vil lage, 
shut t ing i t off f r o m the rest of the 
wor ld . * A n independent owner 
who w o u l d not fence against the 
ou tward wor ld , both g i v i n g and 
taking the protect ion of ne ighbor ing 
fields, mus t move out and must let 
a better communis t approach to 
seek f a m i l y i n c l o s u r e . " T h e land 
about the "mee t ing house ," which 
was the center of a l l soc ia l l i fe , as 
well as the geographica l center of 
the v i l l age , was assigned to the dif
ferent residents in such a way that 
those nearest the centra l point re
ceived the smallest share. T h e fa rm
ing l and a round the v i l lage was d i 
v ided i n to the c o m m o n s and cu l t i 
vable l a n d . T h e fo rmer embraced 

• pasture and forest l and and was 
sometimes assigned to i n d i v i d u a l 
owners a n d sometimes d i v i d e d each 
season by lot fo r c u l t i v a t i o n whi le 
the title was s t i l l vested i n the com
muni ty . E v e n where the land was 
nomina l l y owned in severali ty it 
c o u l d not be so ld , especial ly to non
residents, without the consent of 
the c o m m u n i t y . A c o m m o n herder 
f o r the cat t le and sheep and often a 
c o m m o n sheep f o l d were p rov ided 
by the v i l l age authori t ies. 

Sheep Shearers Union 
For the benefit of the sheep 

shearers a n d others interested in 
this l ine of work, f o l l o w i n g w i l l be 
found the " S c a l e of prices of the 
hand and sheep shearers I ' n i o n N o . 
175 A . L . I ' . , f o r the season of 
1004. 

M O N T A N A ANI> w T O M U M 

M i n i m u m prices for the season 
of i g o i in the states of M o n t a n a 
and W y o m i n g shall t>e as fo l l ows : 

E igh t cents per head straight and 
U ' . i ' d . o r nine cents per head 
straight wi thout boa rd , f o r yearl ings 
ewes and two year o l d wethers; 

N i n e cents per head straight and 
board ; o r ten cents per head straight 
without W a r d , f o r wethers three 
years a n d o lde r ; 

Hucks to be two strings fo r each; 
Shearers to pay no th ing f o r ty ing 
w > >ol j 

Shearers at a l l t imes to have the 
pr ivi lege of board ing theuisebes ; 

E m p l o y e r s to have the pr ivi lege 
of f u r n i s h i n g machines and repairs ; 
but where shearers f u r n i s h machines 
and repairs , a l l pr ices shal l be ' 
cent per head higher than given 
above. 

HIM 
M i n i m u m prices f o r the season of 

1904 in the state of Idaho shal l be 
as f o l l o w s : 

Seven cents per head straight and 
boa rd ; o r eight cents per head 
straight w i thout hoard , fo r yearl ings 
ewes and two vear o l d wethers; 

F igh t cents per head straight and 
hoard ; o r nine cents per head 
straight w i thout board , for wethers 
three years and o lder ; 

P r o v i d e d that in 
P V M J C ( 'OK K A I M 

M i n i m u m prices shal l be seven 

( C o n t i n u e d on loca l page) 

T5he Socialists 
Are For Peace 

B Y E R N E S T L ' N T E R M A N ' . 

T h e enemies of S o c i a l i s m c l a i m 
that we Socia l is ts aypeal to the low
est passions of the moo, and set class 
against class. If this charge is made 
in g o o d fa i th , it shows a super f ic ia l 
unders tanding of the S o c i a l i s t p h i l 
o sophy . If it is made i n bad f a i t h , 
it is a ca lumny. In ei ther case, an 
exp lana t ion is due to the people who 
are searching for truth. 

T h e class struggle is not an inven
t i o n of the Social is ts . It is a fac t 
w h i c h they discovered by a sc ient i f ic 
ana lys i s of human h i s to ry . T h e 
class struggle was raging i n human 
socie ty thousands of years before the 
Soc ia l i s t s d iscovered its existence 
and pointed it out. So d i d the strug
gle f o r existance between organ ic 
and inorgan ic creat ion, and between 
the var ious d iv i s ions of the organic 
c rea t ion , rage f o r uncoun ted ages 
before Darwin fo rmula t ed his def in i 
t i on of it. Hut the first enunc ia t ion 
of the class struggle in h u m a n lang
uage was no more a gospel of hatred 
than was the assertion o f the strug
gle f o r existance by D a r w i n . It was 
s i m p l y the statement of a sc ien t i f ic 
f ac t i n plain scient i f ic terms. 

is a c a lm and wel l weighed state
ment of h i s to r ica l evo lu t ion through 
class antagonisms, and no amount 
o f ingenui ty can over throw the testi
m o n y of his tory, s ince the in t roduc
t i o n of private proper ty , wh ich sub 
stantiates this analys is . 

It is true, the authors of the 
" C o m m u n i s t M a n i f e s t o " speak of a 
" r e v o l u t i o n " and of " f o r c e . " Hut 
i n the first place, at the t ime when 
the " C o m m u n i s t M a n i f e s t o " was 
wr i t ten , there was no prospect of 
s o l v i n g this p rob lem by peaceful 
means i n any E u r o p e a n count ry 
but E n g l a n d . In the second place, 
M a r x has later shown in his " C a p i 
t a l " that the capi ta l i s t class, b y 
r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g indus t ry through 
concen t r a t i on of wealth and indus
tr ies , through the exp ropr i a t i on o f 
the smal l compet i tors and o f the 
mass of the people, use more f o r c e 
and destroy more property and l ives 
than wi l l the revolu t ion of the work
i n g class, which is merely the b i r t h 
act of the new society. 

T h e his tory of the Soc ia l i s t a« l i v -
i tv i n the parliaments of the various 
count r ies has amply shown that we 

The first Socia l is ts w h o po in ted ! are the o n l y element i n present so-
» u t the existance of the class strug- c i e ty who really and t ru ly want 
gles d i d so only to show their histor
i c a l f u n c t i o n in the deve lopment of 
soc ie ty , and to declare that thei r a im 
was the absolut ion of a l l class strug 
gles. T h i s alone should be suff icient 
p roof to the unbiased m i n d that the 
S o c i a l i s t ph i losophy is a sc ient i f ic 
f o u n d a t i o n f o r a new eti i i t s, not a 
ph i l o sophy of hatred. 

In 1K47, M a r x and F.ngles, who 
then ca l l ed themselves communis t s 
i n d i s t i nc t i on f r o m f r e I ' t o p i a n So
c ia l i s t s of their t ime stated the f o l 
l o w i n g truths i n the " C o m m u n i s t 
M a n i f e s t o : " 

" The history of al l past society-
has consisted in the development of 
c lass antagonisms that assumed d i f 
ferent fo rms at different epochs. 

" H u t whatever f o r m they may 
have taken, one fact is c o m m o n to 
a l l past ages, v i z . , the exp lo i t a t ion 
of one part of society by the other. 
N o wonder , then that the soc ia l 
consc iousness of past ages, despite 
a l l the mu l t i p l i c i t y and var ie ty dis
p lays , moves wi th in c e r t a i n c o m 
m o n f o r m s , or general ideas , which 
cannot complete ly vanish except 
wi th the total d isappearance of 
c lass antagonisms. 

" W h e n in the course of develop
ment c lass d is t inc t ions have disap 
peared, and a l l p roduc t i on has been 
concent ra ted in the hands of a vast 
a s soc ia t ion of the whole na t i on , the 
p u b l i c power w i l l lose its p o l i t i c a l 
character . Political power, proper ly 
so c a l l e d , is merely the o rgan ized 
power of one class for oppress ing 
another . If the proletar ia t du r ing 
its contest with the bourgeo i s i.-. 
c o m p e l l e d , by the force of c i r c u m -
stances, to organize itself as a class 
if by means of a r e v o l u t i o n , it 
makes itself the ru l ing class, and, 
as such , sweeps away b y f o r c e the 
o l d cond i t i ons of p roduc t i on , then 
it w i l l , a long with these cond i t i ons , 
have swept away the c o n d i t i o n s fo r 
the existence of class antagonisms, 
and of classes generally and wi l l 
thereby have abol ished its o w n su
premacy as a class. 

" I n place of the o l d bourgeois 
sin letv, with its classes and class 
antagonisms, we shal l have an as 
soc ia t io i i in which the f ree develop 
nient of each is the c o n d i t i o n of the 
free development of a l l . " 

T h e r e is not a word of hatred 
taught i n this statement, n o r is there 
anv sentence i n the whole " C o m 
munis t M a n i f e s t o " i n c i t i n g to class 
hatred. A sc ient i f ic c r i t i c i s m , be it 
c o u c h e d in ever so sharp terms, has 
cer ta in ly nothing in c o m m o n wi th a 
f ana t i ca l appeal to passion. Here 

peace. A n d above a l l , we know 
and declare that i n a count ry w i t h 
the p o l i t i c a l l ibert ies of the U n i t e d 
States, educa t ion and peaceful con 
quest through the ba l lo t must be 
the only means by w h i c h the c lass 
struggles sha l l be ended. 

I wish 1 c .uld say i i m u c h or 
cap i t a l i s t class and their o f f i c i a l 
spokesmen. 

T h e Soc ia l i s t concep t ion of the 
c lass struggle is the e th ica l codu of 
the w o r k i n g ( lass. It tea( lies the 
w o r k i n g class to educate itself. It 
endeavors to subdue the ev i l pas
s ions w h i ch the economic cond i t i ons 
of cap i ta l i s t society create, and to 
prevent the outburst of the unt ra in 
ed and untutored masses wh ich 
cap i ta l i s t p r o d u c t i o n i n e v i t a b l y 
produces . Instead of sowing the 
seeds of a b loody revolution, we 
are s t ra ing everv nerve to arouse 
the in te l l igence ai the n i T f t l and 
to make reason the master of b l i n d 
f u r y . 

It is the capi ta l is t class that i n 
cites to class hatred by the vulgar 
d i sp l ay of wealth i n the face of the 
suffer ing multitude. It is the cap i 
tal ist class that destroys the homes 
and fami l i e s of the workers , and 
confiscates the property of the m i l 
l ions . It is the i n j u n c t i o n , the r iot 
bul let , the bu l l pen, the pol ice c lub , 
and the m i l i t i a laws that speak the 
language of hatred and passion. 

N o Soc ia l i s t makes any single cap
i ta l is t or their whole class responsi
ble f o r their deeds. We recognize 
that the capi ta l is t classs cannot act 
otherwise, bet ause their own self i n 
terest forces them to concentra te 
weal thy, f o r m trusts and use the po
l i t i c a l power ft r their own ends. Hut 
we also recognize that the log ica l 
counterpar t of the trust is the trade 
un ion , an org i n i / a t i o n which edu 
cates the work ing class to class con 
sciousness i n their e c o n o m i c deal ings 
wi th the capi ta l is ts . We also recog
nize that the economic f o r c e exerted 
by the capitalist! i nev i t ab ly begets 
e c o n o m i c t o n e on the part of orga 
n i zed workinginen. C a p i t a l i s t ethics 
is powerless to br idge this chasm, 
because it has no so lu t i on for his 
class struggle between the capi ta l is t 
class and the w o r k i n g class. Hut 
the class struggle is i tself an e thical 
power. T l i o very necessity to orga 
nize and to find a way out of the 
capi ta l i s t l aby r in th by themselves 
acts as an educaton on the work ing 
class, and counteracts a l l attempts of 
the capi ta l i s t class to create belief i n 
the harmony between capital is ts and 
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